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Compliance with thiis standard does not, of itself confer immunity from legal obligations 

A Uganda Standard does not purport to include all necessary provisions of a contract. Users are 
responsible for its correct application 
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All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced or utilised in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without prior written 
permission from UNBS. 

Requests for permission to reproduce this document should be addressed to 

The Executive Director 

Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
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Foreword 

Uganda National Bureau of Standards (UNBS) is a parastatal under tine Ministry of Tourism, Trade and 
Industry established by the Act of Parliament of 1983, of the Laws of Uganda. UNBS is mandated to co- 
ordinate the elaboration of standards and is 

(a) a member of International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO) and 

(b) a contact point for the WHO/FAO Codex Alimentarius Commission on Food Standards, and 

(c) the National Enquiry Point on TBT/SPS Agreements of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

The work of preparing Uganda Standards is carried out through Technical Committees. A Technical 
Committee is established to deliberate on standards in a given field or area and consists of representatives of 
consumers, traders, academicians, manufacturers, government and other stakeholders. 

Draft Uganda Standards adopted by the Technical Committee are widely circulated to stakeholders and the 
general public for comments. The committee reviews the comments before recommending the draft standards 
for approval and declaration as Uganda Standards by the National Standards Council. 

Committee membership 

The following organisations were represented on the Technical Committee TC 2 on Agricultural and Food 
Products during the preparation of this standard: 

- Child Health and Development Centre, Makerere University 

- Department of Food Science and Technology, Makerere University 

- Food Science and Technology Research Institute (FOSRI) 

- Government Chemist and Analytical Laboratory 

- Maganjo Grain Millers 

- Masindi Milling Company 

- Micronutrient Operational Strategies and Technologies (MOST) Project - Uganda 

- Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF) 

- Ministry of Health (MOH) 

- Ministry of Tourism Trade and Industry (MTTI) 

- Mukwano Industries Limited 

- National Drug Authority (NDA) 

- Sugar Corporation of Uganda Lugazi (SCOUL) 

- Uganda Consumer Protection Association (UCPA) 

- Uganda Industrial Research Institute (UIRI) 

- Uganda Revenue Authority (URA) 

- Unga 2000 Limited 

- World Food Programme (WFP) 
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1 Scope 

This Uganda Standard specifies general requirements for nutrition and inealtin claims made on a food 
irrespective of whether or not the food is covered by an individual Uganda Standard. 



2 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this standard, the following terms and definitions shall apply. 

2.1 
claim 

any representation which states, suggests or implies that a food has particular characteristics relating to its 
origin, nutritional properties, nature, production, processing, composition or any other quality. 

2.2 
food 

any substance, whether processed, semi-processed or raw, which is intended for human consumption, and 
includes drinks, confectionery and any substance which has been used in the manufacture, preparation or 
treatment of "food" but does not include cosmetics or tobacco or substances used only as drugs. 

3 General principles 

This standard is based on the following principles: 

(a) no food is described or presented in a manner that is false, misleading or deceptive or is likely to create 
an erroneous impression regarding its character in any respect; 

(b) the person producing, processing and/or marketing the food is able to justify the claims made. 

4 Prohibited claims 

The following claims are prohibited: 

a) claims stating that any given food will provide an adequate source of all essential nutrients, except in 
the case of well defined products for which a Codex standard regulates such claims as admissible 
claims or where appropriate authorities have accepted the product to be an adequate source of all 
essential nutrients; 

b) claims implying that a balanced diet or ordinary foods cannot supply adequate amounts of all 
nutrients; 

c) claims which cannot be substantiated; 
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d) claims as to the suitability of a food for use in the prevention, alleviation, treatment or cure of a 
disease, disorder, or particular physiological condition unless they are: 

(i) in accordance with the provisions of Codex Standards or guidelines for foods under 

jurisdiction of the Codex Committee on Foods for Special Dietary Uses and follow the 
principles set forth in these guidelines; 

(ii) permitted under the laws of Uganda. 

e) claims which could give rise to doubt about the safety of similar food or which could arouse or exploit 
fear in the consumer; 

f) meaningless claims including incomplete comparatives and superlatives. 



5 Conditional claims 

The following claims are permitted subject to the particular condition attached to each: 

a) an indication that a food has obtained an increased or special nutritive value by means of the addition 
of nutrients, such as vitamins, minerals and amino acids may be given only if such an addition has 
been made on the basis of nutritional considerations according to the Codex General Principles for 
the Addition of Essential Nutrients to Foods and such addition conforms with relevant Uganda 
Standards; 

b) an indication that the food has special nutritional qualities by the reduction or omission of a nutrient 
shall be on the basis of nutritional considerations and subject to legislation by the appropriate 
authorities; 

c) terms such as "natural", "pure", "fresh", "home made", "organically grown" and "biologically grown" 
when they are used, shall be in accordance with the national legislation and shall be consistent with 
the prohibitions set out in Clause 4; 

d) religious or ritual preparation (for example, Halal, Kosher) of a food may be claimed provided that the 
food conforms to the requirements of the appropriate religious or ritual authorities; 

e) claims that a food has special characteristics when all such foods have the same characteristics, if 
this fact is apparent in the claim; 

f) claims which highlight the absence or non-addition of particular substances to food may be used 
provided that they are not misleading and provided that the substance: 

(i) is not subject to specific requirements in any Uganda Standard or guideline or law; 

(ii) is one which consumers would normally expect to find in the food; 

(ill) has not been substituted by another giving the food equivalent characteristics unless 
the nature of the substitution is clearly stated with equal prominence; 

(iv) is one whose presence or addition is permitted in the food. 

g) claims which highlight the absence or non-addition of one or more nutrients are regarded as nutrition 
claims and therefore shall invoke mandatory nutrient declaration in accordance with the US 500. 
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Certification marlting 



Products that conform to Uganda standards may be marked with Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
(UNBS) Certification Mark shown in the figure below. 

The use of the UNBS Certification Mark is governed by the Standards Act, and the Regulations made 
thereunder. This mark can be used only by those licensed under the certification mark scheme operated by 
the Uganda National Bureau of Standards and in conjunction with the relevant Uganda Standard. The 
presence of this mark on a product or in relation to a product is an assurance that the goods comply with the 
requirements of that standard under a system of supervision, control and testing in accordance with the 
certification mark scheme of the Uganda National Bureau of Standards. UNBS marked products are 
continually checked by UNBS for conformity to that standard. 

Further particulars of the terms and conditions of licensing may be obtained from the Director, Uganda 
National Bureau of Standards. 




UNBS 2003 - All rights reserved 



us 508: 2003 



ICS nn.nnn.nn 

Price based on 9 pages 

© UNBS 2003 - All rights reserved 



